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SUMMARY 


GENERAL 

1. Comment on Premier Bulganin's pre-summit statement to news- 
men (page 3)o 

2. Bulganin may seek consultation with Adenauer during or after 
summit (page 4). 


25X1 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 

4. Vietnam may seek ear ly complete withdrawal of French military 
forces (page 5). 

5. Negotiations with Pathet Lao resume with control commission 
p resent (page 5). 

^25X6 


LATIN AMERICA 

8. Comment on Peron's reported resignation as party chief (page 8) , 


♦ ♦ * * 
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GENERAL 

1. Comment on Premier pre-summit statement to aews - 

men; 


P nlganin read his pre-summit statement 
to the press while other leading members 
of the Soviet delegation— including Khrush- 
chev — stood in the bacl^;round as a demonstration of Soviet unity. 

R was moderate in tone and free of the usual threats and Bftarxist 
cliches. BulgEanin asserted that the USSR is militarily strong, but 
he did not boast, as Soviet propaganda frequently does, that the 
USSR would crush the aggressor in any war. The statement vra.s 
free of harsh attacks on the West, although Bulganin blamed the 
West for the cold war. The moderate tone was in line with other 
efforts to convince the world that the Soviet Union sincerely de- 
sires to reach agreements, and that any Mlures will be the foult 
of the West and particukirly the United States. This was the main 
purpose of the statement. 


In contrast to past propaganda accusing 
Western leaders of pessimism regarding what can be achieved at 
Geneva, Bulganin has now echoed Western statements by sa 3 dng 
that "it is naive to think that we shall be able to solve aU complex 
international problems at this conference." 

Bulganin^ statement reinforced previous 
indications of what the USSR will seek at Geneva: a European se- 
curity system, disarmament, increased world trade, and additional 
conferences* 

Bulganin once more indirectly warned 
against raising the Satellite issue by saying that a nation’s social 
and state structure is its domestic affair. His brief reference to 
Soviet military strength, a famtUar theme of recent propaganda, 
was intended to counteract the threat to the Soviet negotiating posi- 
tion posed by any possible Western conviction that Moscow ap- 
proached the siunmlt from a position of weakness and could suc- 
cessfully be pressed for concession s as the price for agreement. 
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2. may seek consultation with Adenauer daring or after 


25X1 


25X1 


Premier Bulanin might request consul- 
tation with West German chancellor 
Adenauer dur| ng or at the close of the 
summit talks. 


25X1 


Comment: Bulganin, according to the 
press, declined to estimate the likelihood of Ms meeting Adenauer, 
when asked during the French reception in Moscow on 14 July. 

Adenauer is not anxious for an early meet- 
ing with Soviet leaders. He will, however, be vacationing in the 
vicinity of Geneva during the conference. He could be counted on 
to consult fuUy with the Western allies about the advisability of 
meetii^ with any top So^viet leader. 
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25X1 


25X1 


iSOUTHEAST ASIA 

4, Vietna m may seek early complete withdrawal of French military 
forces: 


In the forthcoming Franco- Vietnamese 
negotiations in Paris, the Vietnamese 
mil propose that France accept the prin- 
ciple of complete mthdrawal of its armed 

forces in South Vietnam, 

They mil also si^gest that French troop strength be re- 
duced to 30,000 by 31 January 1956 and that these be withdrawn by 
31 March March 1956 unless SEATO recommended the stationing 
of French troops on Vietnamese soil. French air and naval forces 
would be phased out by Ibe end of 1956. 


Comment: The French are likely to 
agree to complete withdrawal and may, in general, accept the 
proposed schedule for evacuation. 


5. Negotiations with Pathet Lao resume with control commission 
present: 


The royal government and the Pathet 
Lao have resumed political negotiations, 
for the first time in the presence of the 
hitemational Control Commission. Rep- 
resentatives of the commission are also sitting in on lower- level 
military talks which are proceeding concurrently. 
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^ The government negotiators have been con- 
vinced ^t it would be wise to let the ]^thets pre- 

sent their case regarding the disputed northern provinces with the 
hiternational Control Comnaission present. 


By a show of co-operation and several 
token concessions, the I?athets may succeed in further prolonging 
the fruitless negotiations. 


25X1 
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LATIN AMERICA 

8. Comment on Peron’s reported resignation as party chief: 


E ie timing of Argentine president Peron’s 
ported resignation as head of the Peron- 
ta Party suggests army pressure both to 
reduce the Peronista Party’s influence and 
to promote the new Christian Democratic 
Party. 

^he Christian Democratic Party, which an- 
nounced its organization as a formal political party only three days 
ago, issued a manifesto on 13 July endorsing Peron's recent call 
for peaceful ’’coexistence" among all political parties. The mani- 
festo stated that Christian democracy does not aspire to replace ex- 
isting parties, but is designed to fill a void. In a statement appai'- 
ently aimed at labor, the manifesto declared that it is absurd to 
think of returning to the social situation which existed before Peron. 

In announcing his resignation, Peron is 
reported to have told Peronista congressmen that he would serve 
out his term as president but would not rim for re-election in 1958. 
He said that the state of internal war was ended and that he would 
protect constitutional rights and allow freedom of the press. 

Peron’s resignation from the party leader- 
ship would probably reduce the Peronistas’ prestige and might en- 
courage resignation by various other members, especially those 
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who joined the party merely to retain their jobs. Greater free- 
dom of the press has already been reflected in increased coverage 
of opposition statements and in the publication of scathing Catholic 
pastoral letters which were issued before the revolt. 

Continuing uneasiness in Buenos Aires, 
the American embassy reported on 14 July, is indicated by the 
heavy military guard and the antiaircraft weapo ns and artillery 
maintained in the vicinity of Peron’s residence. 
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